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Puranaanooru: Ethics in War
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Abstract

Everyone who knows the Tamil language must be
familiar with Puranaanooru. All the kings mentioned in
the collection of poems are fearless and right-minded to
the people. Of the four hundred songs, 109 songs are
about valour. Even the fight with ethics, they lived by the
rules of war. According to Tolkappiyar, the songs sing
about the ancient Kings and the oblivion that they
attacked and lived by fighting with the sword. Some of
the songs proclaim war between the two great kings and
besiege of the enemy’s fort. One can also see the
situation here where King Kopperuncholan, who was
fighting with his people on the battlefield, was told by
Pulwar Pullathur to stop the war to avoid mortality. The
king also accepts the words of the poet and stops the war
for goodness. Thus, one can see the news of the war
among the warlords and the cleverness of the poets to
stop the kings before the war and to go on the path of
morals and wisdom.

Keywords: Puranaanooru, Warriors, Ethics, War
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Abstract

In classical Tamil literature, heroism is
considered to be the foremost virtue and is revealed in
the four hundred songs of Puranaanooru. Puranaanooru
conveys that the kings are very brave and heroic. During
the Sangam Period, the origin of heroism, people
considered it a great privilege to be involved in the war.
They considered war to be a noble profession and waited
for war. In that sense, the poets have explained the
events of the Sangam period wars. The king with the
quest for fame and greed is engaged in the task of
enslaving and intimidating another country. In the list of
the Puranaanooru Kings, a battle takes place after the
war to capture Aniruddha and was followed up with
various tactics. There are thirteen songs about the war
found in the Puranaanooru. They are sung in the four
fields of ‘Kotra Vallai’ (4, 7, 41, 98, 100), ‘Thunai
Vanchi’ (36, 45, 46, 47, 57, 213), ‘Mazha Pula Vanchi’
(16) and ‘Perunchotru Nilai’ (292). The wars fought by
the Cheras, Cholas and Pandyas are depicted in these
songs. Involuntary manoeuvres, not only kings but also
warriors, have acquired the ability to go ahead and wait
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for the battlefield, such as engaging in timeless warfare
and appearing to be warlike tradition and culture. Many
poets sang about the events of the treacherous wars of
plundering the enemy country, plundering the resources
and destroying the lands - sang the praises of the war
and asked the kings to give up the war to set up peace.

Keywords: Puranaanooru, Vanchith thinaip porkkalam,
Virtue of war.
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Abstract

The Songs of “Kala Vazhi Narpathu” details
about the war between the Chera king Cheraman
Kanaikaleerum and Poraikum Cholan KoChenkannan.
The poet Poikaiyar registers that the elephant army is
one of the indispensable ones in the king’s army.
Poikaiyar has employed the terms Yanai (Elephant),
Kaliru and Velam (Male Elephant) in his poems. In his
style, wherever the word elephant comes, it is better to
take it in the context of a male elephant. The Elephant
army, Horse army, Chariot army and the Infantry are
the important armies of the kings. The songs of the poet
praise the elephant army that participated in the war. It
is also mentioned the victory of the Chola King
KoChenkannan is only by the efficient elephant army in
the Kalumalam War.

Keywords: Kalavazhi Narpathu, Elephant Army, War,
Chola, Victory.
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Veeman's heroism in Villibharatham
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Abstract

The “Mahabharata” and the “Ramayana” are
the great epics that arose to regulate human life. Both
cover much of the war. Although there are many Indian
texts, Villiputhura's “Villibharatham " is highly regarded
by all as special. Veeman's heroic deeds are shown with
his power and valour in “Villibharatham ”. Mannasai
(Land), Ponnasai (Gold) and Pennasai (Woman) will
cause great suffering if anyone get addict to these three.
It is because of such greed Duryodhana did voluptous
deeds that hurt an innocent woman (Draupathi) and is
destroyed by her hands. The vow of Veeman and the
victorious deeds to cleanse the suffering of Draupadi
speaks of Veeman's heroism. The purpose of the study is
to explore the heroic events of Veeman killing of the
giant Idimban, Bagan, Pundarigan, Maniman, Mallan,
Keesakan, Upakisakars, Duryodhana and all of his
brothers at war.

Keywords: Veeman, Heroism, Villibharatham, War
Victory.
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